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Upcoming Meetings at locations listed. This schedule is current  
plan. Changes to schedule will be updated in newsletters  
or email. 

 
Annual Awards Banquet/Highlights from 

Members Gardens. Send pictures and PowerPoints 
Location: St. Joseph Church 
 

 
Julia Corden trained in 

horticulture at the Royal 
Horticultural Society Wisley 
and Royal Botanical Garden 
Edinburgh. She has judged at 
the Chelsea Flower Show and 
served on RHS Committees. A 
past president of the Scottish 

rock 
Garden 
Club, 

Julia is 
also a freelance botanical tour guide for 
Brightwater Holidays. She has led tours to 
Switzerland, Greece, Costa Rica, Chile, South 
Africa, Japan and New Zealand, as well as 
guided trips for the Alpine Garden Society, 
Scottish Rock Garden Club and the Royal 
Horticulture Society. 
 
 

Meeting locations: 
 
West View HUB 
435 Perry Hwy 
West View, PA 15229 
    
St. Joseph Church 
342 Dorseyville Rd 
Pittsburgh, PA 15238 
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   MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
You know its really fall when the days are warm and the nights cool off.  You 
know its really fall when the Colchicum and Sternbergia bloom.  You  know its 
really fall when the rain that falls (never enough!) does not instantly evaporate 
from the soil the next day, Halleluiah!  Fall weather can energize us, and it 
becomes a pleasure to weed, cut things back and consider how our gardens 
could be better ‘next year’!  
 
The Chapter had a wonderful summer of activities: 

• We had a strong presence at both North and South Park Master 
Gardener events, handing out program information and explaining 
what NARGS was all about. 

•   I opened my garden to you in July and was grateful for your 
compliments.  Or, we had a delightful morning talking about plants 

• In August, Sue Colazzi invited us into her spectacular garden for our 
annual summer picnic.  Great food, interesting raffle prizes and a 
competitive trough competition.  Thank you Sue! 

• In September Nancy Knauss hosted a very successful trough building 
workshop.  So many people signed up that we had to split the crowd 
into Morning and Afternoon, bracketing a nice lunch – thanks to 
Nancy and you all for contributing delicious food.   

• We hosted Kevin Kelly for our September meeting, and he gave an 
excellent presentation on building a crevice garden and crevice trough.   

 
Following the trough construction, participants took their troughs home.  
Hopefully by now the baskets have been removed and the troughs rewrapped 
for curing.  They can stay wrapped in plastic for another month.  Some of 
these troughs are destined for the Sale in May. 
 
Upcoming Events:   
Our next meeting is Sunday, October 19 at Beechwood Farms (614 Dorseyville 
Road (Fox Chapel), 15238.   Julia Corden from the UK is this year’s speaker, 
sponsored and travel paid for by NARGS national.  She will be giving two talks, 
the first at Noon: ‘The Gardens of Scotland’. Scotland is well known for its 
long tradition of rock gardens, and Julia led this year’s NARGS June trip to view 
them.   
We will then take a break for refreshments (all are invited to bring them) and 
the next talk will begin at 2pm: ‘Alpines of the World’.   We should get some 
great ideas of what to try in our own gardens and troughs.  Julia has botanized 
alpine areas all over the world, and she is an energetic and entertaining 
speaker with immense experience in the wild and remote places of the world.  
Visitors are welcome, $15 (or a membership fee) 
 
On Sunday, November 9th, from 3pm-5pm, our 2025 NARGS Allegheny 
Chapter Banquet will once again be held at St. Joseph Church Hall in Fox 
Chapel, 342 Dorseyville Road.  Please send your RSVP to Sue Warden and your 
$30 per person fee to Patty McGuire. See you all soon, Leslie Kaplan, Chair 

 

“You 
know

 
it’s really 
fall 
when…“ 

 

 

 
 



4 

 
 
 

 

 

Alpine Plants Thrive During Pittsburgh’s Dry Summer 

Late last fall, Paul Spriggs’ gift of “Easy Ten” alpine seeds plus 2 taller varieties were sown in the rock garden at the 
Aviary.  As unfamiliar seedlings appeared, members have been careful to remove only identifiable weeds and leave the 

others.  The dry summer was helpful in discouraging weeds.  We 
anxiously await the spring of 2026 to identify the new plants when 
they flower.  Two different species of Aethionema were among the 
seeds, and numerous blue-green seedlings are growing vigorously.  
Single rosettes of medium green ovate leaves have expanded into 
larger clumps during the summer, but naming them will have to wait 
for spring.  At least three other varieties of mystery seedlings have 
been spotted.  Tiny seedlings of Erinus alpinus are scattered across 
the garden as a result of existing plants self-sowing along with 

donated seeds 
germinating.   

The garden remained green and attractive throughout the 
drought thanks to the efforts of our member volunteers.  

One big rain in 
September made 
a huge 
difference.  The 
Osmanthus 

remained green and maintained its shape all summer but has now 
sprouted some colorful stems for fall. 

One new item that needs attention in the garden 
is a tripping hazard in the pathway where various 
Belgian blocks have heaved.  We are looking for 
a couple of volunteers to help with walkway 
repairs this fall before the ground freezes.  Let us 
know if you can help, or simply join us at the 
garden at 9:00 a.m. October 23 or November 13. 

 

    

Aviary Rock Garden Update 
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We now have 402 Facebook followers 
and 104 Instagram followers! 

We have never looked so good!! 
Keep gardening with rock garden plants. 

The most recent post on the trough workshop saw a spike in comments, likes and 
shares. The May plant sale was mentioned in the post.  Posts with multiple photos do 
better than single photos.  The new hashtag, #chaptermembermonday, posts have 

gotten a good number of views and likes. I’d love to post pictures from our chapter members every Monday. 
The photo does NOT have to be a rock garden….any plant you are growing in a trough, a rock garden, in your 
landscape or container.  Please also name the plant and anything special about the origin or a story, anything 
you’d like to share about your gardening with others. 
 Please continue liking, commenting, and sharing the posts to your personal page…this is how we build a 
larger audience. 
 Many thanks, Barb 

3RD QUARTER EVENTS 

 Tour of Leslie Kaplan’s Garden in Point Breeze 

    

   

The expansive list of 
plants thriving in this 
space both in a 
compact, intensely 
planted garden and 
along its street side 
curb, enriched all who 
visited that day. This 
newsletter is short on 
pictures to show how 
much it was a trip well 
worth making. 
Thank you, Leslie 
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The Penn State Master Gardeners of 
Allegheny County hosted a meet and 
greet Garden in the Park in both North 
and South Parks. A table was setup to let 
people know about NARGS. Leslie 
Kaplan volunteered for this outreach 
event and was supported by several 
members who table-sat or brought 
trough gardens for display. Leslie 
provided flyers about upcoming events 
and spoke to visitors about our Allegheny 
Chapter membership. 
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Annual Picnic; Plant Auction at Sue 
Colaizzi’s Garden What a choice bit of gardening by a 
beaming host! 
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Trough Building for 2026 Plant Sale 

   

  

Planting a Crevice Garden, Kevin Kelly 

  

     
  

Turnout for trough-making was so good they had to work in shifts! 
 
Kevin Kelly’s presentation on crevice gardening was enlightening and 
thoroughly enjoyable; lessons learned from failure became tips for us all 

TIP: When planting in temps over 70oF, provide shade from direct sun until plant acclimates. 
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NEW MEMBERS ARE ASKED A FEW QUESTIONS SO WE CAN 
KNOW THEM A BIT. MARGIE’S ANSWERS ARE BELOW: 

Margie Radebaugh 

What are some of your favorite plants? 
Tree peonies, water lilies, dahlias, spring ephemerals and sweet bay 
magnolia are just a few plants I love.  
  
Do you have a favorite garden that inspires you? 
I am inspired by all gardens and especially public botanic gardens such as 

Longwood Gardens, the Morton Arboretum, the Desert Botanic 
Garden, and, of course, Phipps.  
  
If you could choose anyone as a gardening mentor, who would it 
be? 
I have heard many impressive gardeners speak over the years and 
have visited many public and private gardens around the United 
States.  I could not pick one person, although Michael Dirr, Alan 
Armitage, Pamela Harper, Rick Darke and Doug Tallamy have been 
particularly influential.  Locally, Lynn Purse.  

  
What do you do when you are not gardening?  Other 
hobbies, travel, sports... 
I enjoy being outside, biking, hiking, kayaking, walking, 
cross country skiing, as well as visiting with family and 
playing with my young granddaughter.  I also enjoy 
reading and going to car cruises, to name just a few 
things. 

Thanks. Margie  
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NARGS ALLEGHENY CHAPTER ROCK 
GARDEN 

 
The NARGS, Allegheny Chapter rock garden 
occupies a space next to the National Aviary 
on Pittsburgh’s North Side. Members usually 
work at the garden the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 


